Case for improving Down Lane Park
Summary

Down Lane Park facilities need expanding/ improving/ renewing to cater for local children needs  which are extremely high.  
Very high no of children and young people in built up area, 
Compounded by pockets of severe deprivation 
(See detail Points 1, 2, 3 below). 

Housing development will add to the number of children needing park : Numbers will be higher still when new population added.
(Detail Point 3 below).

Present park facilities are neglected , unrepaired and inadequate
(Detail Point 4 )

Haringey in 2006 committed itself  "to enhance the park and improve the southern section , which could include a new children's play area and new youth facilities". but has not yet carried it out.
(See “History of funding of Down Lane Park” doc  on www.fdlp.org.uk)
========================================================================================
Detail Points (including statistics) :

Preface: Tottenham Hale benefits from a  diverse, vibrant and entrepreneurial local community that live around the area. This population is characterised by a high proportion of young people and high levels of unemployment and deprivation.” Tottenham Hale Masterplan 2006 (THMP)
1. High demand from high no of children in area

There are very high numbers of young children in Tottenham Hale 
– the Haringey Childcare Sufficiency Assessment sets out the GLA data for
2007 and future projections. 
Children and families in Haringey (PDF)

According to this data Tottenham Hale has: 

· The second highest under 16 population in Haringey - 25.9%

· The second highest under 19 (3614)  , 

· the second highest number of children ages 5-9.

· The third highest number of 0s-4s Tottenham Hale 1,052
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.haringey.gov.uk/tottenham_hale.pdf" 2001 Gensus Data: Ward Profile "Tottenham Hale" (PDF) 

Population : very mixed housing 12,000 units, 5251 flats, 51% live in 
flats, 1177 Council units 

High no of toddlers and young children who need large children’s facilities, High number of youth who need good quality play areas, sports areas, youth areas and  sports development staff to involve and engage young people in sports.

2. High demand from difficult circumstances:

‘Poverty in London’ states that Haringey emerges as the most deeply divided of the 32 boroughs (for example, as measured by the high number of both rich wards and poor wards within its boundary).

Tottenham Hale falls within the 10% most deprived wards in England (2007 Index of Multiple Deprivation). Parts of the Ward to the west and north of the park have deprivation which is amongst the worst 5% in the all of the UK
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.haringey.gov.uk/index_of_multiple_deprivation_-_haringey_map_.doc" Indices of Deprivation 2007, Rank of IMD, Haringey SOAs (PDF 323KB)

Tottenham Hale has: 

· the highest percentage of single parent families of any ward
-15.5% 

· highest number of properties used for temporary 
accommodation – 355.

· Has relatively low car ownership.50 % of families are without
cars so they cannot drive to parks with good facilities.

51% of population live in flats

3. Higher demand again from expanded population

Haringey’s Tottenham Hale (2006) building target is for 2500 housing units. This is estimated to be about 10,000 new people in the area perhaps 1500 children. 

The first phase ,the GLS site, started in 2006.This major scheme will eventually comprise over 1,000 new homes plus a hotel, student accommodation, offices, retail space, a primary school and health centre. It  will be almost self sufficient for children, having a generous central public park with a children’s playground, crèche and school at its heart. However residents there will  still need Down Lane Park for youth facilities. 

The second phase , even the original 2006 version, envisage around 1600 housing units much of which will be family housing and will be all near to Down Lane Park.

4. Down Lane Park is the only full park in the area and its facilities are in bad shape.
Down Lane Park is the only full park in Tottenham Hale and also the only one east of the high road from the top of Northumberland park to the bottom of Tottenham Hale and up to Tottenham Green. Down Lane Park’s children’s play area has limited and old play equipment. It has two sets of swings and two sets of slides and a pagoda frame and two sets of makeout huts. Parent of toddler says “the swings are mostly chewed by dogs and often hanging so wonkily you can't use them”. See photos on Play Area page. The playground is used by a mix of toddlers, older children, teenagers making out, speeding bikes and dogs. Toddlers are often scared by older children.. This is the only facility for an area with a high number of children.
Sports /youth facilities consist of two tennis courts and one basketball court. They are underused, old and needing repair. Giving the numbers of young people in the ward and high unemployment which is going to get higher the need is for this equipment to be renovated. Above all sports development staff are needed to engage and involve young people.

